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Since the publication of her first novel, in 1920, more than two billion copies of Agatha Christie's

books have been sold around the globe. Now, for the first time ever, the guardians of her legacy

have approved a brand-new novel featuring Dame Agatha's most beloved creation, Hercule Poirot.

"I'm a dead woman, or I shall be soon...." Hercule Poirot's quiet supper in a London coffeehouse is

interrupted when a young woman confides to him that she is about to be murdered. She is terrified -

but begs Poirot not to find and punish her killer. Once she is dead, she insists, justice will have been

done. Later that night, Poirot learns that three guests at a fashionable London Hotel have been

murdered, and a cufflink has been placed in each one's mouth. Could there be a connection with

the frightened woman? While Poirot struggles to put together the bizarre pieces of the puzzle, the

murderer prepares another hotel bedroom for a fourth victim....
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A terrified woman bursts into the coffee house where Hercule Poirot is partaking of the best coffee

in London. When Poirot tells her he is a detective, she seems tempted to share her worries but in

the end tells him only that she is about to be murdered and that, once she is dead, justice will have

been done. Pausing only to beg him to prevent the police from investigating, she pleads cryptically

'Oh, please let no one open their mouths' and flees back into the night. Meantime Mr Catchpool of

Scotland Yard, who lives in the same lodging house as Poirot, has been called to the Bloxham Hotel

where three guests have been found murdered. Poirot (psychically) suspects there may be a



link...In fact, I hadn't ever before realised just how psychic Poirot was. How remiss of Ms Christie

never to reveal this fact! All these years she led us to believe he came to his conclusions based on

his reading of the clues, his ability to see through the red herrings to the facts, the superior power of

his little grey cells. Ms Hannah kindly lets us in on the true secret though. Clues are unnecessary.

Poirot just knows what has happened. At each stage, as other people flounder to make sense of the

plot (well, I certainly did!), Poirot sees straight through to the truth without the need for any pesky

evidence or suchlike nonsense. What a gift! Unfortunately not one that makes a detective novel

work very well though...If this book had been written about a detective called Smith, it might have

rated maybe three stars. The plot is convoluted, psychologically unconvincing and over-padded.

The list of suspects is far too small, meaning that there are no big surprises come the reveal.
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